
changes are more marked, with granular degeneration,
and, in some cases, intracapsular exúdate. The feeding
of sodium phosphate produces fatty degeneration in three
days and the renal changes following the ingestion of
phosphates arc more severe than those following chlorides.
Both these substances exert an injurious influence on the
kidneys and in the dietary of nephritics should be avoided
as much as possible.
Miscellany

CREMATION IN GREAT BRITAIN.
Cremation continues to make steady if some-

what slow progress in Great Britain. Mr. Herbert
T. Herring, medical referee of the Cremation
Society of England, has obligingly supplied us
with the following figures: The total number of
cremations in Great Britain during the year 1906
was 742, being an increase of 138 on the number
for the previous year. The total number of crema-
tories now at work is 13. Of these the oldest
is at Woking, which was opened in 1885; next in
order of foundation come Manchester (1892),
Glasgow (1895), Liverpool (1896), Hull and Dar-
lington (1901), Golder's Green and Leicester
(1902), Birmingham (1903) and llford (City of
London Corporation), Leeds (Municipal), Brad-
ford and Sheffield (1905). The cremations were
distributed among these various places as follows:
Golder's Green, Hampstead, 298; Woking, 140;
Manchester, 90; Liverpool, 46; Glasgow, 44;
Birmingham, 25; llford, 23; Leeds, 15; Hull,
17; Darlington and Bradford, each 13; Leicester.
12; Sheffield, fi. It will be seen that Golder's
Green still heads the list. There were 42 more

cremations in 1906 than in the previous year, and
the total number since its opening*in 1902 is 933.
Woking shows a somewhat larger increase (45)
during (he past year; the total number of cre-

mations carried out there since 1885 is 2,888.
Manchester shows a slight falling off (7) as com-

pared with 1905; the total number since 1892 is
1,028. Of the other places, llford shows an

increase during last year of 14, Bradford of 12,
Liverpool of 11, Glasgow and Darlington of 9,
Birmingham of 3; on the other hand, cremations
have fallen off at Leicester by 4 and at Leeds and
Sheffield by 1. The total number of cremations
carried out in this country since 1885 is 5,763.
From the facts here stated we think it may fairly
be deduced (hat the public mind is gradually
becoming habituated to the idea of cremation;
appreciation of the advantages of that mode of
disposing of the bodies of the dead can scarcely
fail to follow a wider diffusion of hygienic knowl-
edge.

We respect the difficulty felt by many on reli-
gious grounds, though we cannot say we linder-
st and it; for, as Bishop Fraser has well said:
" The omnipotence of God is not limited, and he
would raise the dead whether lie had to raise our
bodies out of churchyards, or whether he had
to. call our remains, like the remains of some
ancient Romans, out of an urn in which they were
deposited two thousand years ago." Another
objection is the supposed costliness of cremation
as compared with burial. There seems to be no

solid ground for this belief; some figures before us
show that at Golder's Green the average cost of
cremation, together with a niche in the colum-
barium and a memorial tablet, is thirteen guineas.
An estimate of the cost of burial, with a memorial
stone, based on the average cost of interment in
the ordinary ground at six London cemeteries, is
eighteen guineas.

—

British Mcdiml Journal.

Correspondence
THE RUTLAND SANATORIUM: CORRECTIONS.

PiTTSFiELi), Mass., Jan. 15, 1907.
Mr. Editor: Permit me to explain a little more fully the

changes at the Massachusetts State Sanatorium at Rut-
land, which were mentioned in the Jouiinal of Jan. 10,
under the head of " Medical Notes." The new superin-
tendent, Dr. Frederick L. Hills, who is to take charge
Feb. 1, will assume the duties, both of the present super-
intendent, Dr. W. J. Marcley, and of the two visiting
physicians, Dr. E. O. Otis and II. C. Clapp. Dr. Marcley
has been appointed Superintendent of the new State
Sanatorium, of Minnesota, and has tendered his resig-
nation, to take effect Feb. 1. Drs. Otis and Clapp have
also placed their resignations in the hands of the trustees,
but these have not yet been accepted, as it seems best
that all the changes should not be made simultaneously.

Yours very truly,
J. F. A. Adams, M.D.,Chairman, Board of Trustees,

Massachusetts State Sanatorium.
- »-

Worcester, Mass., Jan. 14, 1907.
Mr. Editor: In your recent report (Jan. 10) of the Hut-

land Sanatorium, you state that Dr. Frederick L. Hills,
of Concord, N. 11., had been appointed as medical resident
superintendent of the. institution and that Dr. Edward O.
Otis had resigned his position as visiting physician. The
name of the senior visiting physician, Dr. II. C. Clapp,
was not mentioned at all. Whether your informant was
ignorant of, or purposely ignored, the relation of I )r.
Clapp to the institution and the action of the board at our
last meeting, I do not know, but in justice to all concerned
1 wish to say that while the resignations of both visiting
physicians to take effect upon the appointment of an
" expert on tuberculosis "

as resident superintendent, have
been in the hands of the board for some time, as yet they
have not been accepted and, at ihe last meeting In which
Dr. Hills was elected to succeed Dr. Marcley as superin-
tendent, it was unanimously voted " to request the visit-
ing physicians, Dr. II. C. Clapp and Dr. Edward (). Otis, to
continue their services as heretofore until further notice."

Trusting the above statement may correct any erroneous
impressions produced by your previous article, 1 am

respectfully yours,
J. P. Rand,

Secretary Board of Trustees,
Massachusetts State Sanatorium.

OPPOSED TO LODGE OR CORPORATION WORK
BY CONTRACT.

Medford, Mass., Jan. 14, 1007.
Mr. Editor: At a meeting of the Medford Medical Society,

Nov. 27, 1906, the following was adopted:
" Resolved, That the Medford Medical Society does not

countenance or approve of lodge or corporation work by
contract; and we, physicians of Medford, hereby pledge our-
selves not to engage in such service. And it is further

"Resolved, That this Society will not hereafter accept nor
continue as a member any physician who may take up this
work."

To this all the resident physicians of Medford, twenty-
three in number, have subscribed their names.

Ven' truly yours,Frank S. Smith, M.D., Secretary.
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